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GREAT CROP OF HEALERS
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&jms YEAR'S GROWTH OF FAITH
CURES AND PROPHETS.

.’l!r of Thent lnuplreﬁ Yeraons Are
, Blmcerely Iguorant—Uthers Are
V. “Out for the Stafr’ aud FPrey on

the Superstitioun—~They Are White
Man, Black Man, Beggar Man, and
Thief--Some Exnmples of Anclemt

History,

One of the most remarkable phases In the
eXxperiences of very many people this year
has been the multitudinous recognition of
lplr_'ltual * healers,” religlous prophets, and
other variously namod but cqually endowed

. beings, guppused to posses powers superior

10 those posseassd hy the rest of maniind.
Thé year 1806 can 'be sald to date the
ronnfuanca of the movement., Never has
there been 50 great a manifestation of
Feal or lelgned supernatursl power, No
fewer than t'wenty-five healors, prophets, or
special sect leaders have gained wiGespread
fame, and hosts of the smaller fry have
oxisted and thrived within the limited
horizons of local districts. The range of
POwer claimed by these persons has ex-
tended from the simple therapeutic precepts
©f the religious * doctor” to the more ad-
.:aneed and ambitious assumptions of the
Messiah.” The figurants bave sprung
~from every walk of life, from that of
the humble peasant to the refined man
Of sclence. Natlonality has offered no bar
to the aspirants, French, Irish, Mexlcan,
Itallan, 8wiss, nexro, Indian, and American
bhave all figured in the movement. The
masses influenced have been heterogeneous.
The gatherings such, for instance, as clam-
ored for the laying on of the hands of
8chlatter have been made up of the dregs
of soclety, as well as of its more favored
fnembexs; urbanites, country people, natives,
foreigners, old, young, the weak in intel-
lect, the physically perfect who wished to
&ild the llly; the physlcally imperfect who
wished to get well; the lame, the halt and
tha blind; iIn short, all sorts and conditions
of men, women, and children. Their faith
Was unbounded in many Instances, and
Where thie was the case many cures have
been reported. It has been asserted, on
the ome hand, that it is simply the parable
of the apostie walking on the water, and
that, on the other, it is simply hypnotic
effect,. similar to that which the Hindu
exerts on his audience at long range, mak-
ing it see snakes, growing plants, and other
objects whick do not as ‘a matter of fact
exist. Be this as it may, b Is proper to
say that this faculty of modern healers and
prophets is divided between earnest believ-
ers in a Heaven-sent power and charlatans.
This has alsd been a year of spiritual
manifestations, of visions, and shrines.
Thus we have had Tilly-sur-Seulles, the
visions of Pauline Delpont, those of De-
lorea Luiz, the Mexican Joan of Arc; the
vistons of Lida Nelson of Pleasant Valley,
Ind.; the marvelous cures by the bone of
8t. Anne, and those by the rellec of St. An-
thony which fs preserved in the Catholic
Church of St Anthony of Padua, In this
city. Among the modern healers and
prcf?hets Wwe have had Schlatter, the * heal- |
er ", Huntsman, the * Modern Christ *;
Bedward, the * Black Prophet ’; Rodgers
?.r bogus Bible fame; Mlle. Couédon, the
‘Mouthplece of the Angel Gabrie]”:
Vignes, the Swiss healer; ** Dr, Dervin wh(;
dlstributeq ** Heaven-gsent olntment " Dol-
ores Luiz, mentionegd a.ﬁove. the * V"ls!on-
- Beeing Malden of Tabasco *; Dr. John 8.
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from the home of Mr. Fox, his
was a3 mysterious as was the first
public manifestation of his power. His
ocures were lauded and his fallures were
Brashed up, but that he did undoubtedly

rform miraculous cures was certaln, from

based on good authority. ﬁll a-
Rients Increased until, on the day he dis-
» ey numbered 85,000 in line. A
note left behind him stated that his * mis-
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fly sa ¢t oulih he was the ﬁmmo Me3asiah
that many thought him to be.

The ** Man Christ,”” whose name has been
suocessively Mason T. Huntuman, Hunts-
mun Mnason, and " P. B.” Mnason, is the
accepted head of the ‘ Church of the Liv-
iny: God,” which has its headquarters at
thrs * Lord’s Farm,” near Woodellff, N. J.
T’ais organization has been in existénce for
woveral years., At first the members of the
Lecut. who were called * Angel Dancers”

y people round about, were subjected to
ridicule and even prosecution and imprison-
ment for breaking some of the laws of the
State: but now they are in a certain sense
respected and are given the credit of being
true 'to their precepts. The hemd\ot the
orpanization is A healer and claims'a cer-
tain power 10 banish anY or all the ills of
those who have faith In the efficacy Of

rayer. Mneson, who now bases the spell-

ng of his name on certaln Biblical ¢ 'lw.'
ters, and twho says the prefixed initi
“P. B.,” have n mythological significance,
has, like Schlstter, an intensely magnetic
personality, and is rapldly gaining converts
to his queer soct. It is, gerhaps._ the only
religlous sect which is absolutely without
any ceremonial obgervances, unday I
observed among the members no more than
any other day, the th rr being that every
day 18 a Sabbath in iiself. The farm ten-
unted Ly the soct once belonged to Her-
man Storms. 'The latter is now a non-
entity in the community. He is very old
and at first protested against the Angel
Dancers, bus tnally succumbed to force of
numbers and argument and deeded his land
to his daughter dary, who is under the
control of Mnason, 1lis wife and sons are
also In aecord with the doctrines of the
healer, One of the =ons is a graduate of
Rutgers Collegse and is a civil englneer by
rofession, 'The colony now nunmbers about
fteen men and women and the princlral
tencts of the falth seem to ke * unceasin
aubinission to God” and ‘ the continu
casting outr of the devil.” The first part
ggqmls t%o caure the collony 51!0 trouble, lt’llzl:
é 'Jatter part sometimes disarranges
momx’r of tlie tarm; for hia E..nnfc maj-

l . o
¢85!y may, In the eyes of the rr.enbers of
thé sect, haww entered tho food, which must
§ en be inslan'ly Jesirvoyed, ¢r the room,
rom which he must he turned out. 'N:ese
visitationa at timer rende: the faciy Mile
very uncomfortable. Tha consvuerts drop
thelr worldly naumes on enter:ng ie come
munity and asssume cognotens of iblizal
import. ‘Thus thers nre John the Liaptiag,
Danlel, Matthew, Luke, Mark, und others
A8 no money s wreda [n any wav by the
. 'members of Lhe sect, thiey can Lt aceredited
with sincerity in thelr intenticny, but tie
contral flgure is Mnason, who fa the soul of
the organization, and without whem it
would lang:ish.

Dr, Cyrus Tced, the * Chicago Christ,”
who owns Estero Islend, in Lee Couniy,
Fla, and who 18 the leader of the * Koree
iﬂlﬂm&, has already been Gescribed In 'THE
NEW-YORK TiMEs, He I3 (he master as
well. as the "lord"” of his fock, and he
rules over them with all the assuvanse of
an ahsoiute monarch., 1U'nlike most of. the
healers, he has a consort, who 18 the queen
of the c.lony, and who it known as * Vic-
toria \:-‘ty& Horesh,”” His mansion s
namcd ** Yeth-Ophrah.” Teed is & sort of
vellol prophet to his followers, who are
not, excep: in the case of a faw officials,
allowed to enter the sacred palace. The
followers ara practlcally slaves, inasmuch
&8 they huave signed agver to their leader
all their worldl¥ goods' and are compelled
to indulge in a Nfe of unremitting toll, re-
gardless of weather, natural aptitude, or
hysica)! ablliity. Teed, to the Koreshans,
8 tho actual Inearnation of Jesus Christ.
His followers are '‘angels’ and are supe
posed to he without sex. There Is no mar-
rtying nor glving in marriage. The children
brought Into the colony are taught to be-
| lleve that Teed is their father. The wor-
ship of Teed as God and the biind obedi-
ence to his word are the two principal laws
of the colony. Toeed says he will die soon,
but will rise in from the dend, although
"he wlill hereafter remain invisible to the
faithful through, time "and eternltr. He
claims to be able to heal by the laying on
of hands, and to be able to duplicate any
of the Biblical miracles, He {3 now prepar-
ing for his taklng off, and Is getting Lls
“ New Jerusalem™ In readiness for the
event. The Koreshans believe he can de-
atroy and create at will, and invest him
with supernatural powers, 'I‘he¥ carry on
2 manufactur] lant, run two newa-
gapera—" The Flaming Sword” and “ The

runing Shears "—and are quite independ-
. ent of the outside world. Teed comes near-
-gstuor all the moderns to Alexander of Ab-

oticus, i

Thousands of pilgrims flocking to Vialas,
in Switzerland, proclaim the wonderful heal-
ing powers of M. Vignes. Vignes is & peas-
ant, seventy-two years old. He is of the
stern Huguenot type and Is well off {n this
world’s goods, e Is a falth-curist, end
when asked for advice he simply replles:
** Have falth and you will be cured.” HIls
* magic touch' has, however, cured thou-
aands of various ailments, and the crowds
still seek him, i3 sald that a company
13 belng organized™o provide for the accoms-
modation of the pllgrims who hall from
Berne, Basle, Zurich, and other places in
Switzerland.

The career of Alexander Bedward, the
Black Prophet of the West Indies, is in-
dicative of the power of the strong mind
to dominate the weak. Bedward calleq
himself the * Prophet of the Lord Jesus.'
"He was arrested by the Government and
sentenced to two years' imprisonment for
“highly seditious language, but he escaped
on a technicality. e wWis once an lnmate
of an insane asylum, but that does not
prevent him from accumulating a consid-
erable fortune from his ignorant follow-
ers, His plan was to * bless' the waters
of Hope Itiver, so that they would become
“ healing ”’ in their nature. He blessed
them every day, and thousands of negroes
of both sexes would bathe in the stream In
the hope of becoming purified from their ill-
nesses, The mixing up of the sick and the
well, the healthy and the unclean, is said
to have propagated much disease, Beéd-
ward, with a lleutenant named Shake-
speare, would go to the waters every day in
regular procession, bearing crosses and
banners, on which were such devices as
s Alexander Bedward, the Sevvant of Je-
gus.” After singing hymns and taking up
a dillgent collection, Bedward woulil bless’
the waters and extol the crowd as it
ﬂlunged jnto the stream. After several

ours of this he would go away, and the
healing power of the water was supposed
to Qepart with him.

Another colored prophet is * Dr.” Ander-
son Rodgers, who prophesied the ascension
of his followers for March 6 last, but who
left them in a position corresponding to be-
tween the *“ devil and the deep sea.” IHlis
disciples made such a disturbance In the
neighborhood of their church that the po-
lice had to interfere. They were told that
if they ascended at a given time all would,
of course, be well, but if not, they would
have to g0 to an insane*asylum. Converts
were made over all Georgia, and even the
convicts In the prisons believed In a quick
dellverance. Unlike the Millerites, no
sumptuous robes were bought, but most of
the fanatics sold or gave away most of
thelr possessions. When the end came,
those who were not put in jail were scat-
tered to the four winds, not in a literal
ponse, as they expected, but by the strong,
arm of the law. The sect was started some
.years ago by a white man, Dr. John 8.
. Willetts, who left this earthiy sphere with
the assistance of the White Caps. The
' minds of the colored people were greatly in-
flamed by the publication and distribution
of a regro Bible, .

“ Dr.” Patrick J, Dervin, the * Wizard
of Marion Street,”” distributed ‘ heaven-
sant ointment " for a while during the ear-
ly Summer, and wonderful reports of the
curegs of his lotlon get abroad, but the
County Medical Soclety had him arrested
for practicing medicine without a diploma,
and his career was cut short. Mlle. Coué.
don’s cdlgrse exploded the Parisian bub-
ble of excitement concerning the inspired
prophecies of the 'mouthplece of the Angel
Gabriel.”” This young woman adapted her
grophecles to the needs of the moment.
he even told Emile Zola that he would
finally be admitted to the French Academy.
8he convinced the d1murnalls,tss of her sin-
cority and flourished for a time, but finally
went down before & more thorough exam-
fnation. Dolores Luiz, the Mexican Indian
girl who sees visions of the Virgin, and
who has made some wonderful prophecies,
1s worshipped as a saint by the lower classes
of Bouthern Mexico, 8he {8 a descendant
of the Aztecs, and exhibits all the magnet-
ism, fire, and concentration of the fanatic.
Religioug fever and excitement are now
running high, and the possibility of a pop-
ular outbreak is much dreaded by the up-

r-class Mexican resldents. Dolores, who

5 halled a8 & Joan of Arc, declares she
sces the Virgin, who appears to her and
geveals future eventa, The visions of

aulin Delpont are slightly different in
tone, although of like import. Delpont is
& boy nine years old. e is the son of
{ poor French peasants and llves at Laroque,
n Cevennes., In spite of his early igno-
rance, the boy has suddenly display an
ability to speak French, Spanish, German,
Japanese, Hindostanee, Latin, and Greek.
In his visions he generally sees 8t. Joseph,
who reveals things to him. For instance
1 the church bells of St. Amliens lay burle
I in the ground for a century or more., The

spot was unknown, but Delpont was able
to point it out to some peasants, who, after
?lgf-lng, found the bells and replaced them
n th

e church,
Bradley Newell was once & Vermont
blacksmith. In two years he has accumu-

lated a fortune, set up a fine establishment,
and is now on & visit to England, where
he hopes to be introduced to the Prince of
' Wales, and all because he_suddenly exhibit-
od powers as a healer. W. E. ammond,
& young Illinois farmer, also heals by the
spirit aid. He has allowed his wife and
family to shift for themselves while he de-
votes himself to *’ higher things.'” He is
very poor, as he will not accept money for
hia services. ‘' Apostolic Christiansg '’ is the
name of & queer gect in this city. Ferdl.
nand Stutzk{ is the leader of the organiza-
tion. The keynote of the religion is that
the second advent of Christ will occur
Sept. 2 next. The Rev. F. W. fandford is
a Maine healer who styles himself the
** Chief Apostle of the Holy Ghost and Uz
Bible School.”” He has been adble to rid his
mother of sciatica and claims some other
y remarkable curss. He has a hum-
ber of disciples. * Prof.’* Zacks Shavno is
a colored healer who is being prosecuted in
New-Jersey for treating & Mrs. Jane Harrls,
who died while under his care. Even the
Indians have & healer. Bill Jaumes, a
Puyalluf’ residin . o.'th Ml'l.ud Bo'ry' quh-
re performed won-
ﬁﬁou?’MM es in the medical line,

Pennsylvania is overrun with pow-wow
men women, the thh has its vo0d00s,
witches in general are bslieved in a)l over
the country, and superstition Is rife every-
where. On the other hand, we have cases
where the authenticity of visions is de-
woutly boltwcd in by intelligent parsons and
svidence is produced to prove the state-
ments o, Thus thore are the visions
at Tijy-sur-Ssulles, in ¥France; the Mexican
Image of Guadaloupe, the miraculous vures
from foith in relics in different churches,
s ivar, "the yedt has Deen Temarburss
’ 0

for the many instances of the kind, -
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